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Colorado and the U.S. Congress, I would like 
to thank Jim for his outstanding commitment 
to public service and wish him the very best 
in all of his future endeavors. 

f 

CELEBRATING ‘‘A WEEKEND OF 
GIVING CARE, A LIFETIME OF 
COMMITMENT’’

HON. JOHN E. SWEENEY 
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 19, 2000 

Mr. SWEENEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate ‘‘A Weekend of Giving Care, A Life-
time of Commitment,’’ which will take place 
around our great nation on December 2–3, 
2000. I would also like to recognize one of my 
constituents, Mr. Martin K. Bayne, of Clinton 
Park, in Upstate New York, who first advo-
cated establishment of this wonderful celebra-
tion. Martin is a 50 year old publisher and 
long-time advocate for our nation’s elders. Mr. 
Bayne has worked closely on long term care 
issues with several of my House colleagues in 
the recent past. His work has been instru-
mental in beginning the slow, long process of 
re-establishing our ties with the generation 
who brought us up, fed us and protected us. 

A century ago, the average life expectancy 
was 46 years. Today, improvements in diet 
and medical practices are keeping us alive to 
average age of 78. Death, however, is often 
slow and preceded by years of chronic pain 
and disability. In 1900, we were usually sur-
rounded by family when we died. Today, we 
often die alone, surrounded only by the 
sounds of compressors, ventilators, and elec-
tronic displays. 

In 1900, aging was a normal part of our life, 
and an important intergenerational bond within 
the family. It signaled the natural cycle of birth 
and death, like the changing of the seasons. 
Today, aging is an aberration in a culture that 
is fixated—some say obsessed—on eternal 
youthfulness. Unfortunately, the old are some-
times even shunned, ignored, abused, and ne-
glected. 

As a show of commitment to our elder citi-
zens, Martin Bayne proposed setting aside the 
first week in December as ‘‘A Weekend of 
Giving Care, A Lifetime of Commitment.’’ On 
that weekend, Mr. Bayne, who himself lives 
with the daily challenges of advanced Parkin-
son’s Disease, will join other members of his 
community to volunteer in an elder care facility 
as a demonstration of their genuine commit-
ment to the nation’s oldest citizens—a genera-
tion too often forgotten and too seldom em-
braced. 

‘‘A Weekend of Giving Care, A Lifetime of 
Commitment’’ will be an opportunity for many 
elder Americans to see beyond the health 
challenges of aging. This event also honors a 
sacred covenant and repays a debt. Our el-
ders were responsible for our care and safety 
as infants. Now, the wheel of life comes full 
circle, and we must be mindful and ever vigi-
lant of the well-being of our parents’ genera-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in celebrating 
‘‘A Weekend of Giving Care, A Lifetime of 
Commitment.’’ This celebration is an important 

step in showing our care and concern for el-
ders in this nation. I salute Mr. Martin K. 
Bayne’s efforts to establish this vital celebra-
tion, as well as all those volunteers who will 
participate in the event. I hope our nation pays 
close attention to the celebration on December 
2–3, 2000 and carries the ‘‘Lifetime of Com-
mitment’’ message forward in an attempt to 
provide respectable treatment and care to all 
our aging Americans. 
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PROPOSED SEC RULE COMMENT 
PERIOD

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 19, 2000 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to address a rule proposed by the Securities 
and Exchange Commission, SEC, that would 
affect the consulting affiliates of auditing firms. 

In response to concerns voiced by some of 
my constituents, I joined many of my Small 
Business Committee colleagues in writing to 
SEC Chairman Arthur Levitt. We asked that 
the comment period on the proposed rule be 
extended past its September 25 deadline and 
that the rule be modified to address the con-
cerns raised by members of the accounting in-
dustry. 

It was not my intention to delay the final de-
cision to next year. I strongly oppose any at-
tempts to delay the final rulemaking process 
through legislative means. 

As the SEC moves forward with this rule, it 
is my hope that all interested parties will have 
adequate time to voice their concerns. That 
being said, I have no doubt that SEC Chair-
man Levitt will conduct a thoughtful, inclusive 
comment period. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 19, 2000 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, due to a family 
emergency, I was not able to vote during con-
sideration of rollcall votes 500–530. 

Had I been present, I would have voted: 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall numbers 500–505, 507–518, 
520–523, 525–528, and 530; ‘‘no’’ on rollcall 
numbers 506, 519, 524, 529. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER 
CONFIDENTIALITY ACT OF 1999 

SPEECH OF

HON. J.C. WATTS, JR. 
OF OKLAHOMA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 17, 2000 

Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma. Madam Speaker, 
as the information age continues forward, 
crimes resulting from the use of stolen per-
sonal information have occurred with greater 
frequency. Time and time again, a person’s 

identity is taken from them unknowingly and 
used to someone else’s advantage. Informa-
tion such as Social Security Numbers, finan-
cial records, or medical documents are often 
easily found and easily abused. 

The problem is wide spread. Unfortunately, 
our own Federal Government, in the form of 
the Social Security Administration, helps to 
allow for identity theft to more easily occur. In 
an alarming practice, the Social Security Ad-
ministration has the Department of Treasury 
print a Social Security recipient’s name, ad-
dress, and Social Security Number on their 
benefits check. This information is then openly 
displayed in the window of the envelope. 
These envelopes are placed in the public mail 
system when any individual could potentially, 
and relatively easily, gain access to this infor-
mation. This practice is irresponsible and must 
be changed. We cannot allow senior citizens 
to be the victims of government irrespon-
sibility. 

H.R. 3218, ‘‘The Social Security Number 
Confidentiality Act,’’ addresses the practice of 
printing Social Security Numbers in a place 
where the number can easily be seen or 
accessed. This forward thinking legislation di-
rects the Treasury Secretary to take the nec-
essary steps to end the practice of printing a 
recipients Social Security Number in an open 
and visible location. 

Current law ensures that information ob-
tained by the Social Security Administration is 
confidential. This legislation will make sure 
that the Federal Government obeys the law, 
and that it does not act irresponsibly in its job 
of keeping personal information confidential. 

I urge further action by the Congress to ex-
plore where further privacy protection is need-
ed and where the Federal Government is not 
protecting that privacy. In the same way, it is 
important that citizens take steps to protect 
themselves. One should always be careful to 
guard personal information. 

This legislation is a positive step in pro-
tecting the privacy of our Nation’s senior citi-
zens. I urge my colleagues to help pass this 
legislation and help keep our nation’s citizens’ 
private lives just that—private. 
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HONORING MEMBERS OF THE 
CREW OF THE GUIDED MISSILE 
DESTROYER U.S.S. ‘‘COLE’’ 

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN E. SWEENEY 
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 18, 2000 
Mr. SWEENEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 

commmend the valiant sailors of the U.S.S. 
Cole and to express my deepest condolences 
to the families and loved ones who suffered 
losses due to an act of terrorism. 

On October 12, 2000, the Navy family suf-
fered a tremendous loss, when the U.S.S. 
Cole fell victim to terrorism while attempting to 
refuel at the Port of Aden in Yemen. My heart 
continues to go out to the families and friends 
of the American sailors who were killed, in-
jured or are still missing. I commend our val-
iant sailors who responded quickly to this trag-
edy, minimizing casualties and damage to 
their ship. 
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